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Today, mostly cloudy, much milder, 
high 49. Tonight, periodic rain from 
late evening on, fog, mild, low 46. To- 
morrow, rain, fog, mild, high 58. 
Weather map appears on Page A19. 
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Case Measures 
China’s Resolve 


To Support U.S. 


Executive Is Accused of 


Aiding North Korea 


By STEVEN LEE MYERS 


DANDONG, China — Not long 
ago, Ma Xiaohong was the public 
face of China’s trade with North 
Korea. 

By age 44, she had built a com- 
mercial empire accounting for a 
fifth of trade between the Commu- 
nist neighbors. She was appointed 
to the provincial People’s Con- 
gress, granted special privileges 
to export petroleum products to 
the North and feted by officials as 
a “woman of distinction.” 

Now, Ms. Ma’s fate has become 
a test of China’s willingness to 
support President Trump’s efforts 
to throttle North Korea’s nuclear 
ambitions. 

Last year, American prosecu- 
tors indicted Ms. Ma on charges of 
using her companies to help 
North Korea evade international 
sanctions. After a briefing by 
American diplomats in Beijing, 
the Chinese announced their own 
investigation into Ms. Ma’s main 
company. 

Fifteen months later, however, 
it is unclear what has become of 
Ms. Ma. The government says it 
has not found evidence to support 
the American charges that she or 
her partners aided North Korea’s 
weapons program. Though she re- 
mains under investigation for 
“economic crimes,’ it is not clear 
whether she was ever arrested or 
where she is now. 

A review of Ms. Ma’s case — in- 
volving interviews with officials, 
diplomats and others, as well as 
searches in corporate registries — 
underscored China’s deep ambiv- 
alence as it has come under in- 
creasing pressure to enforce sanc- 
tions against North Korea. While 
China is on the record opposing 
the North’s pursuit of nuclear 
weapons, it is wary of being seen 
imposing punishments at the bid- 
ding of the United States, espe- 
cially against its own citizens. 

North Korea’s agreement on 
Tuesday to send athletes to the 
Winter Olympics in South Korea 
next month, and to hold talks and 
other exchanges with the South, 
may have been symbolic and per- 
haps a cynical effort to bide time. 
Yet it suggested that the rising 
diplomatic and economic pres- 
sure, meant to deny it the financial 
and material resources needed to 


Continued on Page A8 


© 2018 The New York Times Company 


NEW YORK, THURSDAY, JANUARY 11, 2018 


KENNETH SONG/SANTA BARBARA NEWS-PRESS VIA REUTERS 


Rush to Find Mudslide Survivors 


Officials said the death toll from Tuesday’s violent slides north of Los Angeles was at 17. Page A20. 


Wielding Data, Women Force 
Scrutiny of Bias in Economics 


By JIM TANKERSLEY and NOAM SCHEIBER 


PHILADELPHIA — It is not 
difficult to find an all-male panel 
at the annual January mega-gath- 
ering of American economists. 
They are as common as Power- 
Point presentations and pie 
charts. One such panel this year 
met to sleepily critique President 
Trump’s economic policies, but it 
was overshadowed by another 
panel, two ballrooms away, that 
jolted a profession that prides it- 
self on cool rationality. 

That panel on Friday was 
stocked with women, each of 
whom presented new research 
that revealed a systemic bias in 
economics and presaged a move 
by the field’s leaders to promise to 
address some of those issues. 

Paper after paper presented at 
the American Economic Associa- 
tion panel showed a pattern of 
gender discrimination, beginning 
with barriers women face in 
choosing to study economics and 


extending through the life cycle of 
their careers, including securing 
job opportunities, writing re- 
search papers, gaining access to 
top publications and earning 
proper credit for published work. 
Economics departments have 
gradually increased their share of 
female faculty members over the 
past 20 years. But only one in five 
tenure-track economics profes- 
sors is a woman, according to the 
American Economic Association’s 
Committee on the Status of Wom- 
en in the Economics Profession. 
In many parts of the profession, 
gender progress stagnated over 
the last decade. About one in three 
new economics doctoral students 
was a woman in 2016, and fewer 
than one in three assistant profes- 
sors were women. In both of those 
cases, the share of women was es- 
sentially unchanged from 2006. 
The focus on gender bias in eco- 
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A Taboo Endures in Nepal 


Many women in rural Nepal sleep outdoors during menstruation, putting lives at risk. Page A4. 


Trump’s Idea 
For Unclogging 
Congress: Pork 


By ALAN RAPPEPORT 


WASHINGTON — Remember 
the infamous “Bridge to No- 
where”? The Montana Sheep In- 
stitute or the now-shuttered 
North Carolina teapot hall of 
fame? 

Congress years ago eliminated 
funding for these types of pet 
projects, known as earmarks, af- 
ter they became derided as gov- 
ernment boondoggles, largess 
and a pathway to corruption. 

President Trump now wants to 
bring them back. 

In a freewheeling meeting 
about immigration with congres- 
sional Republicans and Demo- 
crats this week, Mr. Trump la- 
mented the gridlock that has 
gripped the capital in recent years 
and suggested that earmarks, the 
practice of stealthily stuffing 
funding for pet projects into legis- 
lation, be exhumed from the legis- 
lative graveyard. 

“Our system lends itself to not 
getting things done, and I hear so 
much about earmarks — the old 
earmark system — how there was 
a great friendliness when you had 
earmarks,” Mr. Trump said Tues- 
day. “Maybe all of you should start 
thinking about going back to a 
form of earmarks.” 


Continued on Page A16 


Trump Waffles 
On Vow to Give 
Sworn Answers 


Turnaround From June 
on Mueller Interview 


By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS 
and NICHOLAS FANDOS 


WASHINGTON — President 
Trump declined on Wednesday to 
commit to being interviewed by 
Robert S. Mueller III, the special 
counsel investigating whether his 
campaign colluded with Russia to 
sway the 2016 election, backing off 
his statement last year that he 
would be willing to talk to Mr. 
Mueller under oath. 

“Tl speak to attorneys,’ Mr. 
Trump said during a news confer- 
ence with Prime Minister Erna 
Solberg of Norway, when asked 
whether he would agree to an in- 
terview. “We’ll see what hap- 
pens.” 

That answer was a marked 
change from June, when Mr. 
Trump defended his firing of the 
FB.I. director, James B. Comey, 
denying that it was related to his 
handling of the Russia investiga- 
tion, and said he would be “100 
percent” willing to give a sworn 
statement to Mr. Mueller. 

It came as the president’s advis- 
ers have been discussing whether 
Mr. Trump should submit to what 
would be an extraordinary but not 
unprecedented instance of a pres- 
ident being interviewed by a pros- 
ecutor investigating him for 
wrongdoing. 

Mr. Trump also repeated his 
criticism of Mr. Mueller’s inquiry 
as a “witch hunt” and the investi- 
gations being pursued by con- 
gressional committees as a “Dem- 
ocrat hoax.” In a Twitter post, he 
referred to Senator Dianne Fein- 
stein of California, the senior 
Democrat on the Senate commit- 
tee conducting an investigation 
into Russian interference, as 
“Sneaky Dianne Feinstein.” 

“For ll months, they’ve had this 
phony cloud over this administra- 
tion, over our government, and it 
has hurt our government,” Mr. 
Trump said. “It’s a Democrat hoax 
that was brought up as an excuse 
for losing an election.” 

The president was angry at Ms. 
Feinstein in particular for releas- 
ing a transcript of Senate testi- 
mony by one of the founders of the 
firm that produced a salacious 
and largely unsubstantiated 
dossier outlining a Russian effort 
to aid the Trump campaign, and 
he demanded that Republicans 
“finally take control” of the inves- 
tigations. 

Also on Wednesday, Senate 
Democrats released an extensive 
report concluding that Russia’s in- 
terference in the 2016 presidential 
election fit into a nearly two-dec- 
ade pattern of meddling with gov- 
ernments around the world, and 
charging that Mr. Trump himself 
had hindered the United States re- 
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A G.0.P. PROPOSAL 
SETS A HARD LINE 
ON IMMIGRATION 


AT ODDS WITH PRESIDENT 


Plan in House Muddles 
Talks as a Funding 
Deadline Looms 


By THOMAS KAPLAN 
and SHERYL GAY STOLBERG 


WASHINGTON — Prominent 
House Republicans stepped for- 
ward on Wednesday with a vision 
ofimmigration policy that clashed 
fiercely with President Trump’s 
recent overtures of bipartisanship 
and highlighted how difficult it 
will be for Congress and the presi- 
dent to reach accord in the coming 
weeks. 

The proposal, championed by 
the chairmen of the House Judi- 
ciary and Homeland Security 
Committees, would crack down on 
illegal immigration and sharply 
reduce the number of legal immi- 
grants to the United States. Com- 
ing one day after Mr. Trump held 
an extraordinary meeting in 
which he laid out the parameters 
for a bipartisan immigration deal, 
the House proposal highlighted 
the uncertainty surrounding ne- 
gotiations that are supposed to co- 
alesce before the government 
runs out of money on Jan. 19. 

“This is the only bill that’s going 
to unify the conference, and it’s 
going to get us to a majority of the 
conference,” said Representative 
Raúl R. Labrador, Republican of 
Idaho, a member of the conserva- 
tive House Freedom Caucus who 
participated in Tuesday’s White 
House meeting. 

Mr. Trump convened Tuesday’s 
session to address the fate of 
young undocumented immigrants 
who were brought to the United 
States illegally by their parents 
and were eligible for work permits 
under an Obama-era initiative 
called the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals program, or 
DACA. Mr. Trump rescinded 


DACA in September and gave 
Congress six months to come up 
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NATIONWIDE RAID An immigra- 
tion sweep at 7-Eleven stores 
netted 21 arrests. Page A16. 


Head-Spinning Months as ‘Dreamers’ Await Fate 


This article is by Vivian Yee, 
Caitlin Dickerson and Sheryl Gay 
Stolberg. 


With jitters and with prayers, 
with countdown clocks in their 
heads and their immigration law- 
yers on speed-dial, hundreds of 
thousands of young immigrants 
have spent all fall and winter 
watching President Trump and 
congressional leaders negotiate 
their fate, every fleck of news a 


tantalizing omen. 

“It’s like watching a telenovela: 
Every day is different,” said Fran- 
cis Madi, 28, who was brought to 
the United States from Venezuela 
in 2003 and now lives on Long Is- 
land. “Now we’re just going to the 
stressful part of the telenovela 
where you wonder what will hap- 
pen to the protagonist.” 

The protagonist, in this case, 
happens to be her. 

Perhaps more than any other 
single group of people in the coun- 


try, the Dreamers, as these young 
immigrants are known, have had 
their lives shaped directly by the 
mood swings of national politics. 
But in the four months since the 
Trump administration announced 
that it would shut down Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals, or 
DACA, the program that protects 
800,000 young immigrants 
brought to the country illegally as 
children, the goings-on in Wash- 
ington have felt especially person- 
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Seeking to Be Trump No More 
A judge considers whether the board of 
a Manhattan condominium bearing the 
president’s surname in large letters can 
remove it. PAGE A21 


INTERNATIONAL A4-12 


New Prison as Shelter in Spain 
When Spain sent 500 Algerian migrants 
to be held in an empty new prison 
because of a shortage of space, it 
stirred mixed feelings in a small town. 
Archidona Journal. PAGE Al2 


Fighting Bias With Nazi History 
Alarmed by displays of anti-Semitism 
by new immigrants, a German law- 
maker suggested requiring visits to 
concentration camps. But some experts 
called the idea simplistic. PAGE A4 


Justices Look at Voter Rolls 


The Supreme Court appeared deeply 
divided over whether Ohio may kick 
people off the voting rolls if they skip a 
few elections and fail to respond to a 
notice from state officials. PAGE Al4 


BUSINESS DAY B1-9 
A Treadmill of the Future 


Peloton, which sells an internet-con- 
nected spin bicycle, unveiled a $4,000 
treadmill. The company’s insight: The 
device is not as important as the serv- 
ice, Farhad Manjoo writes. PAGE B1 


Pay Disparity at the Movies 
Word that Mark Wahlberg made $1.5 
million more than Michelle Williams for 
reshooting scenes in “All the Money in 
the World” draws outrage. PAGE Bl 


SPORTSTHURSDAY B10-13 
Making a Case for the Hall 


Andruw Jones won 10 Gold Gloves for 
his defensive prowess, but he is on the 
verge of being eliminated from Hall of 
Fame consideration. PAGE Bll 


The Wild Dance of ‘Disco Pigs’ 


A revival of Enda Walsh’s play, with an 
inexhaustible cast of two, captures the 
horror and glory of being 17 in a blighted 
Irish town, Ben Brantley writes. PAGE C4 


THURSDAY STYLES D1-8 


Rex Reed Still Bucks the Tide 


To paraphrase “Sunset Boulevard,” the 
critic used to be big, and maybe he’s 
still big, Alex Williams says. Maybe it’s 


Hollywood that’s gotten small. PAGE D1 
EDITORIAL, OP-ED A26-27 
Kurt Bardella PAGE A27 


Salesforce. 
#1 CRM. 


Salesforce ranked *1 for CRM Applications based 
on IDC 2017 Market Share Revenue Worldwide. 
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